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AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

As an initial matter, the Applicant wishes to express his appreciation and 
gratitude to Examiner Nordmeyer for the telephone conference of June 13, 2006. 
During that telephone conference, Examiner Nordmeyer discussed with the Applicant 
the current status of the claims and proposed amendments to those claims in order to 
overcome the new 102(e) rejection based upon Gao et al. (USP 6,649,318) and 
accompanying 103(a) rejections, also based, in part, upon Gao et al., as well as the 
filing of a terminal disclaimer in order to over come the double patenting rejection. 

This Amendment is submitted concurrently with a Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) for the above-identified application, as well as a Terminal 
Disclaimer. 

Also submitted concurrently is a petition for a three month extension to extend 
the time for response to from April 5, 2006 to July 5, 2006. A check in the required 
amount for the RCE and the three month extension of time is enclosed. 
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Amendments to the claims begin on page 3 of this paper. Remarks/arguments 
begin on page 7 of this paper. 
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